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Overview of David Remnick 
David Remnick has been editor of 
The New Yorker since 1998 and a staff 
writer since 1992. He has written 
many pieces of the magazine, 
including reporting from Russia, the 
Middle East, and Europe, and 
Profiles of Barack Obama, Bill 
Clinton, Katharine Graham, Mike 
Tyson, Ralph Ellison, Philip Roth, 
and Benjamin Netanyahu. 



Early Life
● Remnick was born to a Jewish family in 

Hackensack, New Jersey on October 29, 
1958. 

● Raised with “lots of books around”. Even 
read New Yorker magazine when he was a 
teenager. 

● Graduated from Princeton University in 
1981 with an A.B. summa cum laude in 
comparative literature; met writer John 
McPhee, was a member of the University 
Press Club, and helped found The Nassau 
Weekly. 



Washington Post 
● Remnick began his reporting career at The 

Washington Post in 1982 shortly after his 
graduation from Princeton. 

● Married Esther Fein, a reporter for The 
New York Times & Washington Post in 1987.

● After six years at Washington Post, in 1988, 
he became the newspaper’s Moscow 
correspondent, which provided him with 
the material for his 1993 nonfiction book,  
Lenin’s Tomb. 

● Received both the Pulitzer Prize for 
nonfiction and the George Polk award for 
excellent journalism in 1994. 



New Yorker (1992- Present) 
● Remnick became staff writer at The New Yorker in 

September 1992, after ten years at The 
Washington Post. 

● 1997 article “Kid Dynamite Blows Up”, about 
boxer Mike Tyson, was nominated for a National 
Magazine Award. 

● Last minute decision from Newhouse to promote 
Remnick as Editor-In-Chief. 

● Brown pointed out that in recent years she has 
relied heavily on Remnick's editorial advice in 
shaping the magazine's tone and content.

"David was the key member of my dream team," 
she said, "and he grew to be really the most 
important single figure at the New Yorker, in 
terms of his embodiment of the spirit of the 
magazine."



New Yorker (cont’d) 
● Supported the U.S. Invasion of Iraq, penning 

editorials in the New Yorker making a case of the 
war. Remnick’s editorship, and the magazine as a 
whole, received sharp criticism for their 
journalism during this period. 

● For the first time in 80 years, The New Yorker 
endorsed presidential candidate, John Kerry in 
2004. Would continue to endorse other 
presidents, such as Barack Obama & Hillary 
Clinton. 

● The New Yorker has  become a great website, app, 
and general social media presence. Perhaps 
more than any legacy magazine, The New Yorker 
has weathered the storms of digital transition 
with aplomb, adapting to the times while also 
preserving and projecting its voice. 



Modern Day New Yorker  
● “I am going to do what I can, first and 

foremost, to continue making this a great, 
witty and thrilling magazine, and do what 
I can to make it viable.” DR 

● “We are living in a revolutionary time. My 
job … is getting the New Yorker from one 
side of the river to the other with its soul 
intact.” DR 

●  The New Yorker Content: “When editing the 
magazine, I self-assign a few stories per year 
since I want a sense of the world and different 
textures of life, away from the bureaucracy... 
“Ideally the magazine should have something 
that makes you laugh. It can’t all be massacres 
and the horrors of the world.”



New Yorker Beyond the Magazine
● New Yorker Radio Hour
- Each episode features a diverse mix of 

interviews, profiles, storytelling, and an 
occasional burst of humor inspired by the 
magazine, and shaped by its writers, artists, and 
editors.

- First episode debuted on October 24, 2015
● New Yorker Festival 
- What started in 2000 as a way to celebrate The 

New Yorker’s seventy-fifth anniversary has 
become a landmark cultural event. Each October, 
the New Yorker Festival brings together the 
biggest names in news, politics, books, film, 
music, art, and popular culture for three days of 
events—from panels and live performances to 
intimate discussions and exclusive screenings.



Legacy 
David Remnick, has been the magazine's editor 
since 1998 and has guided the magazine through 
many crises that affected our nation, including 
9/11 and the war in Iraq, as well as crises in the 
changing world of media that have resulted in the 
demise of many publications. The New Yorker 
still does what it's famous for - elegantly written, 
longform investigative pieces and profiles, 
reviews, cartoons, humor pieces, fiction and 
listings. And under Remnick's tenure, the 
magazine brought that and more into the digital 
sphere.  Since he became editor in '98, The New 
Yorker has won 37 National Magazine Awards.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEDhhbCQPsw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEDhhbCQPsw

