
English 301: Introduction to the English Major 
Spring 2020:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4-5:15 (Hibbs 440) 
Professor Bryant Mangum (307 Anderson House, 828-1255; bmangum@vcu.edu) 
 
I.   Texts (texts available through Virginia Book Company—900 W. Franklin): 
 (A) The Story and Its Writer: An Introduction to Short Fiction, ed. Ann Charters. 9th  
        edition. Boston: Bedford Books/St. Martin's, 2015. (Make sure to get this edition.) 
 (B) The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 
(C) Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?  by Edward Albee 
(D) The poems that we will read will be available online through Blackboard. 

 
II. Course Description and Objectives 
 
English 301 is an introduction to the kind of analytical reading and writing you will be expected 
to do as an English major.  For some of you who are well into your major the course will be a 
review of sorts in that you will be sharpening skills that you have already learned, perhaps even 
reading works that you have already read.  I hope, however, that you will all encounter in this 
course many texts that you will find exciting to read, reread, discuss, and write about.  We will 
consider works from various genres, among them the short story, the poem, the novel, and the 
play.   

 
Our strategy will be this:  in the first half of the semester we will focus on the short story with 
the idea that you will become an expert of sorts on this genre.  The short story, of course, has its 
own history and its particular conventions, and we will concentrate on these in the first part of 
the course.  Many of the skills and much of the vocabulary that you develop in studying short 
fiction, however, will be transferable to other forms of prose, such as the novel, the play, and the 
essay; ultimately, even to poetry and other forms of verbal and non-verbal communication as 
well.  The general objective of the course, therefore, is to help you become a more careful and 
more sensitive reader of literature and to provide strategies that will enable you effectively to 
communicate in essay form your observations about texts you have read. 
 
The specific components of the course that we will use to accomplish this general objective are 
as follows: 
A.   Close reading and discussion of approximately twenty short stories, one book-length play, 
assorted poems, one novel, and additional essays, some that are related specifically to particular 
works and some that are not; 
 
B.   A study of the history and development of various genres, with particular focus on the 
history of the short story and its conventions and on basic elements of fiction such as plot, 
character, setting, point of view, style and voice, symbolism and allegory, and theme; 
 
C.   A review of strategies that can be used in writing essays about literature, among them 
explication, analysis, comparison and contrast, other perspectives. 
 
 
 



III.    Assignments and Requirements: 
 
A.  Paper # 1:  “Analysis”:  “An analysis of a story is the result of the process of separating it 
into its parts in order to study the whole…. While explication deals with a specific section of the 
text, analysis can range further, discussing details throughout the narrative that are related to 
your thesis.”  
 
B.   Paper #2: “Analysis” of specific formal concerns such as point of view. We will discuss the 
specific formal matters that you may consider in writing this paper. 
 
D.  Paper #3:  Integrating Outside Critical Sources. For this paper you will choose one work 
from a number of them that we will be reading, locate three scholarly sources that you will 
read and include in your bibliography, and write a thesis-support paper of 3-5 pages in 
which you use ONE of these articles as a springboard into your paper.  
 
E. Paper #4:  A Revision of any paper you’ve done to this point.  The revised paper  
grade will count as a full paper grade. 
 
F.   Papers # 5 and #6: Analyzing Two or More Works (counted as two paper grades)  
Three Alternatives:  Choose A, B, or C:  A. Find two stories from our text which are either 
comparable or are so strikingly different that they warrant contrasting….  B.  Select what you 
consider a dominant theme (or dominant themes) in The Catcher in the Rye….  C.  Locate a 
critical essay (or book chapter) that deals with one of the works we have read and discussed . . . .    
 
G.  Weighting of Assignments (including such things as actual class participation, attendance, 
blackboard postings, etc.) 
 
Each of your papers will be weighted the same except for paper #5, which will count as two 
paper grades (thus as 5 and 6). I will total up the points for all six papers and divide the total by 6 
(except in the case of those of you who do not do the revision, in which case I will divide the 
total number by 5. This total will count for 90% of your grade. For the remaining 10%, I will use 
class attendance and participation, including blackboard postings, in the calculation of your final 
course grade. Here are the numerical grades represented by the letter grades: A 95; A- 90; B+ 88; 
B 85; B- 80; C+ 78; C 75; C- 70; D+ 68; D 65; D- 60; F 0-59; A-/B+ and B+/A- 89; B+/B 87; 
B/B+ 86; B/B- 83; C+/B- and B-/C+ 79, etc.  
 
H.  Class Participation and Attendance: Much of our class will consist of discussion of the works 
we are reading.  You are encouraged to contribute to class discussions, and your participation 
will be figured into your final grade, particularly in borderline cases. There will be assorted 
short, written responses to specific questions to be turned in or written in response to questions 
posted on Blackboard that will part of your participation grade.  You are allowed one free cut, 
and after that absence, class attendance will be factored into your grade in the following way: 0-1 
absence=A; 2 absences=B; 3 absences=C; 4 absences=D.  If you miss more than four classes 
for any reason other than a death in the immediate family or serious illness you will receive 
a grade of F for the course.  Please note also that after week one a tardy counts as an 
absence. Since I will take roll during the first few minutes of each class, those students not 



in class by that time will be marked absent.  Please develop from the beginning of class the 
habit of getting to class on time since you aren’t to come into the classroom after class has 
begun.   

 
IV. VCU Honor System: "Virginia Commonwealth University recognizes that honesty, truth, 
and integrity are values central to its mission as an institution of higher education."  This class 
will be conducted in strict adherence to VCU's Honor System policies. In essence, you should 
not use another student’s work.  You should not falsely present source material as your own.  
Whenever you use material from another source, you must credit this source clearly, whether you 
are quoting directly, summarizing, or paraphrasing. Conscious and uncorrected acts of plagiarism 
(either from another student's work or from an academic source) will result in a failing course 
grade.  In other words, respect the work of others and in no way present it as your own.  If you 
have additional questions about academic integrity and plagiarism consult the following web 
address:  http://www.provost.vcu.edu/pdfs/Honor_system_policy.pdf 

 
V. Students with Disabilities:  "Virginia Commonwealth University is committed to providing 
students with disabilities equal opportunities to benefit from all programs, services and activities 
offered."  Students with disabilities should identify to the instructor at the beginning of the 
course the services that they will need.  For further information on this policy, refer to VCU 
Resource Guide. 
 
VI. Student Conduct in the Classroom: According to the VCU Resource Guide, “The 
instructional program at VCU is based upon the premise that students enrolled in a class are 
entitled to receive instruction free from interference by other students. Accordingly, in 
classrooms, laboratories, studies, and other learning areas, students are expected to conduct 
themselves in an orderly and cooperative manner so that the faculty member can proceed with 
their [sic] customary instruction. Faculty members (including graduate teaching assistants) may 
set reasonable standards for classroom behavior in order to serve these objectives. If a student 
believes that the behavior of another student is disruptive, the instructor should be informed.”  
Among other things, cell phones and beepers should be turned off while in the classroom. Also, 
the University Rules and Procedures prohibit anyone from having “…in his possession any 
firearm, other weapon, or explosive, regardless of whether a license to possess the same has been 
issued, without the written authorization of the President of the university..." 
 
Certainly the expectation in this course is that students will attend class with punctuality, proper 
decorum, required course material, and studious involvement. The VCU Resource Guide 
contains additional information about a number of other policies with which students must be 
familiar, including Guidelines on Prohibition of Sexual Harassment, Grade Review Procedure, 
and Ethics Policy on Computing. Please read the policy in its entirety: 
http://www.provost.vcu.edu/pdfs/rulesandprocedures.pdf 
 
VII. A Note on Computers: Much of the work in this course will depend on regular use of 
Blackboard and on email sent to and from your VCU email address. I will use your VCU email 
address for communication with you and will expect you to check it between each of our 
classes. The same is true for Blackboard:  I will post announcements there and you should check 



it between each of our classes.  You will be able to access all of the course materials by going to 
http://blackboard.vcu.edu 
 
VIII.  Additional Information Regarding VCU Policies: Further information about the 
policies referred to above and about relevant additional VCU policies can be found on our 
Blackboard course site or at the following web address: http://www.provost.vcu.edu/syllabi.html 
 
IX. Miscellaneous:  
My office is 307 Anderson House (913 W. Franklin). The telephone number is 828-1255. I will 
post office hours on my door (and also online through Blackboard), but if you need to see me at 
times other than those posted please feel free to set up a time during which we can meet. There is 
a voice mail on my telephone, but you are more likely to reach me quickly if you email me.  I 
check email often and usually reply promptly.  My e-mail address is bmangum@vcu.edu.  The 
address for my university web page is http://www.people.vcu.edu/~bmangum. 
 


