
English 301-902: Introduction to the English Major 
Fall 2020: Weeks 13, 14, 15, 16, (10 March-4 December) 
(A) Novel (B) Poetry 
Dr. Mangum 
 
I. Readings: 
 

Novel:          Their Eyes Were Watching God 
Poems:         “The Red Wheelbarrow,” “Danse Russe,” “I Felt a Funeral in My  
                      Brain,” Others tba 

 
II. Schedule  
 
NOTE: DATES BELOW INDICATE DAY BY WHICH THE WORK LISTED IS TO BE 
READ.  Additional assignments due for each due date due to me by email will be announced 
through Blackboard.  For your reading of the works, use the schedule below for your guide.  
For your written assignments Blackboard will be your guide.  I will make assignments and 
due dates available both on the Announcement page and under the Assignments tab.   
 
Week 13 (10, 12, November)  
 Tuesday:  Their Eyes Were Watching God: Read chapters 1-4  
                                  (pps. 1-33); Required response to Blackboard Discussion board  
                                  question #1 on Their Eyes Were Watching God 
 Thursday:   Their Eyes Were Watching God: Online discussion of chapters 5-8  
                                   (pps. 34-87); Required response to Blackboard Discussion board  
                                   question #2 on Their Eyes Were Watching God 
 
Week 14  (17, 19 November)  
 Tuesday: Finish The Eyes Were Watching God; Online discussion of  
                                   chapters 9-19 (pps. 88-193) 
 
              Thursday:    The cutting short of the semester may mean that we will be unable  
                                   to do more than a quick introduction to poetry.  We’ll leave these  
                                   last two days of classes open and flexible. If possible we will have  
                                   background on Poetry (uploaded under Course Documents on  
                                   Blackboard—notes and the poems); Required Discussion board           
                                   response to “Dans Russe” 
  
Week 15  (24 November)  
   Tuesday: Poems from Blackboard: “The Red Wheelbarrow,” Danse  
 

Week 16  (30 November-4 December)  
  
The university has not yet established the date for our final exam.  On the day 
scheduled for final exam day, this will be the process: Final Paper (#5 and #6 
combined into one paper: see below).  You will email this to me on Exam Day by 4 



P.M. (exam time is technically 4-6:40, but you should plan to email your paper to me 
by 4.   

III. Final Essay 
Three Alternatives:  Choose A, B, or C. Your essay should be approximately 6 pages 
long (double spaced; 12 point font; Times New Roman).   
      A.  Find two stories from our text which are either comparable or are so strikingly 
different that they warrant contrasting.  Formulate a thesis which links these two works 
(based either on the shared or contrasting elements you have unearthed) and write a paper 
of approximately 6 pages in which you develop your thesis through careful analysis of 
the two texts in question.  You may choose two texts by the same author or two texts by 
different authors.  Be sure to narrow your thesis at the beginning and to stay focused 
sharply on the texts of the stories in the body of your paper.  
      B.  Select what you consider a dominant theme (or dominant themes) in the novel.  In 
an essay of approximately 6 pages, compare this theme (or these themes) with the 
treatment of a similar theme (or themes) in a work of a genre other than the novel (a 
story, a poem, a play).  If possible, either in your thesis or in the body of the 
paper, suggest how each author’s choice of genre affects the way in which he or she 
treats the theme or themes you are examining. (You are not to consider this a central 
element of this essay, but you should at least address the fact that they represent different 
genres.) The work from the other genre can be one from our class readings or simply any 
work of your choice.   
       C.  Locate a critical essay (or book chapter) that deals with one of the works we have 
read and discussed.  Use this article as a springboard into your careful analysis of this 
work AND an additional work by the same author, showing how your own thesis extends 
into the second work.   
 


