
 

 “Profile" Authors and Works   
 

Be thinking before the first class of an author you’d like to choose for your presentation and focused study 
If you think of an author that you’d rather work on than any of the ones listed, let me know.  The 
only stipulation is that the author is to have published a story or poem in The New Yorker (and is 
relatively well known so that you will be able to find scholarly discussion of her or his work). The 
choice of specific stories to associate with each author (those listed below) is negotiable. (For example, you 
could choose Salinger as your author, but you would be free to choose a New Yorker story by him other 
than “A Perfect Day for Bananafish.”) These authors are listed in random order, not the order in which we 
will discuss them. Before our first class I’ll send you and email asking if you have a preference, and if so 
I’ll schedule you for that topic.  If you don’t have a preference, let me know, and I’ll assign you a Profile 
topic. 
 
Andrea Lee         "Brothers and Sisters Around the World"  
William Maxwell             "Homecoming"  
George Saunders             "Sea Oak" 
John Cheever                  "The Enormous Radio"  
Jhumpa Lahiri                 "The Third and Final Continent"  
Woody Allen                    "The Kugelmaas Episode" 
Susan Minot                     "Thorofare"  
Sylvia Plath                      Poems tba  
Alice Adams                     "To See You Again"  
Garrison Keillor               "We Are Still Married"  
Alice Munro                     "Corrie"  
Ann Beattie                       "The Burning House"  
Shirley Jackson                  "The Lottery" 
Gabriel-Garcia Marquez    "Maria dos Prazeres"  
Dorothy Parker                 "Arrangement in Black and White" 
E.B. White                          “The Door” or . . . 
Raymond Carver             “Errand”  
Haruki Murakami             “The Year of Spaghetti” or . . . 
J. D. Salinger              “A Perfect Day for Bananafish” 
Jamaica Kincaid                 “A Walk to the Jetty” or . . . 
Ursula Le Guin                     “Horse Camp  
ZZ Packer                  “Drinking Coffee Elsewhere”  
Sherman Alexis                   “What You Pawn I Will Redeem” 
Thomas McGuane                 “Cowboy” 
Stephanie Vaughn     “Able, Baker, Charlie, Dog” 
Donald Antrim      “The Emerald Light in the Air” 
Tobias Wolff      “Deposition” 


