
English 301-902: Introduction to the English Major 
Fall 2021: Weeks 13, 14, 15, 16, (10 March-4 December) 
Poetry 
Dr. Mangum 
 
I. Readings:  Poems:         “The Red Wheelbarrow,” “Danse Russe,” “Living in 

Sin,” “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,”  others tba 
II. Schedule  
Week 13 (16, 18 November)  
 Tuesday:  Background: Introduction to Poetry with examples (uploaded) 
 Thursday: “Living in Sin”; “Danse Russe 
Week 14  (23, 25 November)  
 Tuesday: No Class: Fall Break  
            Thursday: No Class: Fall Break    

Week 15  (30 November, 2 December)  
   Tuesday: Poems from Blackboard: “The Red Wheelbarrow,” “Home Burial” 
 Thursday:  “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” 

Week 16  (7, 9 December)  
 Tuesday: Final Short Story: tba 
 Thursday: Last Class: Synthesis and Review 

III. Final Essay: Due to me at 4 pm on Tuesday, 14 December 
Three Alternatives:  Choose A, B, or C. Your essay should be approximately 6 pages 
long (double spaced; 12 point font; Times New Roman).   
      A.  Find two stories from our text which are either comparable or are so strikingly 
different that they warrant contrasting.  Formulate a thesis which links these two works 
(based either on the shared or contrasting elements you have unearthed) and write a paper 
of approximately 6 pages in which you develop your thesis through careful analysis of 
the two texts in question.  You may choose two texts by the same author or two texts by 
different authors.  Be sure to narrow your thesis at the beginning and to stay focused 
sharply on the texts of the stories in the body of your paper.  
      B.  Select what you consider a dominant theme (or dominant themes) in one of the 
works we have read (poem or story).  In an essay of approximately 6 pages, compare this 
theme (or these themes) with the treatment of a similar theme (or themes) in a work of a 
genre other than the one of the work you’ve selected.  If possible, either in your thesis or 
in the body of the paper, suggest how each author’s choice of genre affects the way in 
which he or she treats the theme or themes you are examining. (You are not to consider 
this a central element of this essay, but you should at least address the fact that they 
represent different genres.) The work from the other genre can be one from our class 
readings or simply any work of your choice, whether we have read and discussed it in 
class.   
       C.  Locate a critical essay (or book chapter) that deals with one of the works we have 
read and discussed.  Use this article as a springboard into your careful analysis of this 
work AND an additional work by the same author, showing how your own thesis extends 
into the second work.   


